
Mai Y. Thao 

Mrs. Walker 

WRI 10 

January 25, 2012 

Diagnostic: The Importance of “Societal Forgetting” 

“Societal Forgetting” is valuable because one should not only be judged based on their 

social private life.  The after-hours one used to their desire does not affect their professional 

appearance.  The internet has become a weapon of destruction for most people.  Jobs and lives of 

people are at risk due to the social network.  Though society believes that every sin can be 

forgiven, but reality strikes harder than beliefs.  Jeffery Rosen’s essay “The Importance of 

‘Societal Forgetting’” sets the center stage of this threatening obstacle in life. 

 The ways one chooses to run their life in the after-hours should not trouble another.  

Stacy Snyder, a 25-year-old teacher, argued of the violations of her rights.  Her “perfectly legal 

after-hours behavior” has nothing to do with her appearance in public.  The university has no 

rights to violate her privacy and utilizing it against her.  Choosing to live one’s life a certain way 

should not be a problem to someone else.  Now that the rights and privacy of each individual is 

being violated, there is nothing left that can be secure. 

 Utilizing the internet as a weapon has taken many jobs away from those who do 

qualified, but missed the opportunity due to the violation of their privacy.  This destruction 

leaves one questioning the future of “how best to live our lives in a world where the internet 

records everything and forgets nothings.”  In a world as this, no one will be able to survive.  



Simply learning that the internet “seems to never forget is threatening,” as Rosen stated.  Similar 

to a boomerang, the internet is a place where our past will return to knock us down if we are not 

careful.  To sum up, the internet has placed our jobs in jeopardy. 

 Not only is one’s future career at risk, but their life as well.  With almost everyone going 

green with the internet, it is only making matters worse than they appear.  “Seventy percent of 

the U.S. recruiters report that they have rejected candidates because of the information found 

online,” according to a survey by Microsoft.  With only thirty percent left untouched, meaning 

the future of one’s career will be destroyed.  If one’s future is destroyed, their life also sinks 

down as well.  With their past all over the internet, is it even possible to find a job and work for a 

living now.  Even if one believes that they will be forgiven, but reality will never forgive. 

 The society “accepts” that “behavior” can be “changed over time,” but knowing the truth 

about what reality will put one through really hurts.  Rosen credits Mayer-Schonberger, “a 

society in which everything is recorded will forever tether us to all our past actions.”  One 

believes that they will be forgiven for their actions.  Second chances are always up for grabs, but 

in the real world called reality, there really is no second chance.  To the real world begging for “a 

second chance” or “forgiveness” is not acceptable.  The truth behind the reality one thought he or 

she knew. 

 The worst obstacle to overcome in life is that of the social network, where everyone’s 

after-hour behavior lies.  The internet is the weapon used to destroy a life’s work.  It even puts 

one’s life in jeopardy.  Even if one believes it can be changed or forgiven, but reality will never 

accept it.  When one reaches this obstacle, it will be impossible to erase it.  It is a nightmare 

where no matter how much one tries, he or she is still trapped inside. 


