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Class Journals/Reflections 

Week 01: January 18 

 Today was the first day of class session.  Instead of the usual syllabus overview, the class 

worked on writing a diagnostic.  The diagnostic was to see what levels the students were writing 

at.  The diagnostic was a great exercise to start of a new course because it helps one see where 

exactly he or she is at and how much effort they need to put in to come out on top at the end.  

Once we completed the diagnostic, we were welcome to leave.  The homework assignment was 

to bring a laptop and a printed out copy of the syllabus to discuss on Monday.  We also had to 

look over the GLD and see which session we would like to take. 

Week 02: January 23 

 Today we worked on creating a wordpress to keep record of the writing and our 

experience in WRI 10.  For the first half of class, I worked on creating a profile and followed the 

directions on how to use wordpress.  I have never used wordpress before, so it was confusing.  

After the class has set up their profile, we sent an email to the professor that included the url to 

our wedpage portfolio.  I thought this process was going to be hard, but it turned out to be quite 

simple.  We spent the second hour going over the syllabus and signed up for GLD.  At the end of 

class our diagnostic were handed back and we must exchange with a peer and review each 

other’s paper. 
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Week 02: January 25 

 Today was a hybrid day or also known as electronic day.  There was no class session.  I 

worked on revising my diagnostic and then uploaded it onto my wordpress site in the Process 

section.  Afterwards, I posted a commented that I have uploaded my revised and draft of my 

diagnostic at the instructors page in the Process section.  I also worked around on my wordpress 

page and personalized it to my preferences.  Today was the first day I experienced working 

outside of class during a class section.  I find it helpful and great even though there wasn’t class 

the instructor was available through phone or skype. 

Week 03: January 30 

 Today was the first day of GLD’s on the first section of In Cold Blood.  The first group 

did a great job even though they were new to this.  I was able to see what was needed for a GLD 

was and now I know how to prepare myself for the GLD when it will be my time.  After GLD, 

the class went over the prompt for essay one and discussed it.  Then the instructor discussed 

about which format we should use for all work in the class.  All essays should be in MLA 

format, which I am very comfortable with.  The instructor also demonstrated an in-texted citation 

using the novel.  Before class ended, the class had to pull three quotes out of the novel that we 

might want to use in our essay. 

Week 03: February 01 

 Today was GLD for the second half of class and then the class were asked to do an in-

class writing on essay one.  The class was asked to write some things that have interest us so far 

in the book for five to ten minutes.  Then we got in groups and discussed it with our peers.  

Afterwards we got into a class group and shared out interest with the instructor and other peers.  
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Lastly, the class went over a format that must be followed when writing the essay.  The essay 

must contain one thesis sentence, 4 topic sentences, and a conclusion that relates back to the 

thesis.  Although this format is different from the one I usually use, but it doesn’t seem too 

complicated. 

Week 04: February 06 

 Today was GLD for the third section of In Cold Blood.  When GLD was finished, the 

class was asked to exchange essay one with a peer.  The peer was asked to write down what they 

think the essay is about.  Then we were to discuss it with our peers and see if there was any 

revision needed for the thesis and topic sentences.  Then we have to rewrite the topic sentence 

and thesis statements and share them with the class.  It was a good idea to share parts of my 

essay with the class because not only do they get to hear mines, but I get to hear their ideas as 

well.  This was a great way to have the class participate and collaborate together. 

Week 04: February 08 

 Today was the last GLD for In Cold Blood.  My group did today’s GLD.  GLD isn’t as 

bad as I think it is.  After GLD, the class had workshop for the third time on our essay one.  

While going over the peer’s paper, we must look for three sentences that seems unclear and can 

use some work on.  The class gave sentences to the instructor as the instructor helped review the 

paramedic method.  The method was demonstrated to the entire class.  It also cleared some 

confusion I had about the method prior to the class.  This method help cleared any sentences that 

had syntax, but was overly to long and confusing.  After the demonstration, I was able to work 

on some of my sentences and made them clearer. Afterwards, the instructor went over the hybrid 

class session for Monday.  Essay one is also due Monday. 
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Week 05: February 13 

 Today was another hybrid day; the class had to view the film Capote and then blog about 

the film in the blogging section.  Although the film was different from the book, but I like how 

the original crime plot was kept in.  Some characters were new, but it didn’t confuse me at all.  

When I finished the film, I blogged about it and replied to gdiazperez, joelwoolfork, and 

samgranados.  This was a fun experience and something I’ve never tried before.  It was 

interesting that some of my peers share the same comments like I did on the film as well.  I’ll be 

looking forward to more experiences like this in this course.  Also essay one was uploaded today 

onto the Craft section of my portfolio. 

Week 05: February 15 

 Today was GLD for our next book which was a short story by Truman Capote titled 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s.  Unlike In Cold Blood I did not like this book that much, but it had its 

own spark in some ways.  For the in-class writing, the class had to write about the transition from 

the novel to the book on Capote the film and In Cold Blood.  After we were done, we have to 

upload the PDF format onto the Rhetoric section of our wordpress portfolio.  When I was writing 

this transition, I found it interesting how things in books cannot be portrayed through the actors 

in the film. 

Week 06: February 22 

 Today was another hybrid day and the class had to watch the film Breakfast at Tiffany’s.  

I was neither a fan of the book nor the film.  The film to me was disappointing.  The book at least 

had a spark to it whereas the film was plain and dull.  The characters were just out of place and 

the plot itself was everywhere.  I did not enjoy the film like I did with Capote.  After I finished 



Thao 5 
 

the film, I blogged about it in the Collaboration page of my class section and replied to three 

peers.  I replied to mariaarreola, rojobrenda, and rsanchez5.  This experience was another great 

way for me to interact and share my thoughts and comments with my peers, 

Week 07: February 27 

 Today was GLD for our third novel titled The Revolt of the Cockroach People by Zeta 

Acosta.  The class discussed on historical framework after GLD.  Historical framework is a piece 

of artwork or literary work that was compared to the time it was written or made in.  Then the 

class discussed the prompt for essay two.  Essay two is about the historical framework and can 

be on any novel or literary piece of art that is approved by the instructor.  Afterwards the class 

got into groups and discussed on ideas they might write about.  I lost most of the time and had no 

clue what to do with a historical frame work since I’ve never written anything like it before.  

Discussing with my peers helped cleared the prompt for me and gave me ideas on what I will be 

writing about. 

Week 07: February 29 

 Today was GLD for the second half of The Revolt of the Cockroach People.  A guess 

came in to present/discuss about “Teaching the Budget” after GLD.  The presentation was useful 

and I got to understand the reasons why tuition is rising and student’s debt are increasing.  After 

the presenter left, the class had an in-class writing on our ideal writing situation.  This was a fun 

and creative assignment.  Prior to this, I never really thought about what I preferred to do when I 

write.  When writing this I thought about all the situations that I have encountered when writing 

and which makes me much at ease.  I couldn’t believe that when I write I have to be in the right 

position and need the right stuff next to me.  This was an awesome experience. 
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Week 08: March 07 

 Today, class was held in KL 371.  It was a workshop day in the library with Susan 

Mikkelsen.  The workshop was to help us find secondary sources for our historical framework 

essay.  The first half of the workshop was explaining which sites are helpful and which aren’t.  

Afterwards, Susan guides the class into the UCM library website where she created a page just 

for the class in case we need further references after the session.  This workshop was help and I 

was able to learn how to find articles and magazine easily.  Plus, I also know how to distinguish 

between which is professional work and which isn’t.  I will use what I gain today to help me in 

my other course. 

Week 09: March 12 

 Today was GLD for Chicano Poetics and discussion on House with the Blue Bed.  After 

GLD, the instructor answered questions on essay two.  Essay two has to be one of the most 

confusing essays I’ve written so far because I have never written anything like this.  I work 

history paper, but I’ve never written something on a book and comparing it to the time it was 

written in.  This was a challenging experience, but I am glad that my peers and the instructor 

helped me through it.  The class had a second workshop in our essay two where we worked on 

the prompt, point by point. 

Week 09: March 14  

 Today was GLD for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.  After GLD, the class got straight to 

work on their essay draft.  The class peer reviewed each other’s paper and looked for thesis, 

topic sentences, and conclusion.  Then afterwards the class got into a large group and discussed 

thesis sentences.  The thesis sentence must also include the historical framework in it.  We also 
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had to look for correct in-text citation.  Afterwards, we must advise our peers on where they need 

to work on their essay.  We must see what story the paper tells and comment on it.  These 

workshops help improve our final drafts. 

Week 10: March 19 

 Today is the second half of the GLD for The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.  After GLD, the 

class exchanges their essay two and peer reviewed each other’s paper.  We must underline, mark, 

or circle sentences that were unclear.  Then the class got into a larger group and worked in the 

paramedic method.  The continued work that we do on the paramedic method helps me improve 

in making my sentences clear and concise.  Then we have to apply the method onto our thesis 

and topic sentences.  This method gives us more room to explain our logic and with more details.  

The more we work on this method, the more I am able to understand it. 

Week 10: March 21 

 Today is a hybrid day and the class has to watch The Wizard of Oz film and then blog 

about it in the Collaboration section of our class session.  I love musical films because they are 

just so fun to watch.  This film is one of those that I can’t help but sing along with the cast.  

Although the film and movie were somewhat different, I like how everything played out.  This is 

one of my favorite films of all times.  The cast was great, the characters were awesome, and 

despite the fact that it was film in 1939, the quality was great.  After I finished the film, I 

blogged about it and replied to mariaarreola, DeAngela Morgan, and  samgranados.  As I 

mentioned before, this is a great way to interact with my peers and share my thoughts.  Essay 

two was also due today.  I upload it onto my Crafts page and my rough drafts onto the Process 

page. 
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Week 11: SPRING BREAK 

 NO CLASS. 

Week 12: April 02 

 This was the week after Spring Break.  Today, the class had a discussion on the first 

section of Wicked, our last reading novel this semester.  After GLD, the class went over the 

prompt of essay three and did some discussion on it.  Essay three is a compared and contrast 

essay in which we will have to write about the translation between two pieces of work.  We got 

into groups and discussed on what we were going to write about.  At first I was going to write 

about Wicked and the Wizard of Oz, but then I changed to Mulan.  I’ve always loved Mulan and 

had watched both the American and Chinese version.  So I decided that I should talk about the 

translation between the two. 

Week 12: April 04 

 Today was the second GLD on Wicked.  After Wicked, the class worked on the rough 

draft of our third essay.  There were still some questions going on, on what essay three was 

about.  The instructor answered any questions we had and then proceeded with the workshop.  

During the workshop, we each peer reviewed another’s essay and looked for thesis sentences and 

topic sentences.  We made comments on each other’s paper which I find is helpful and helps us 

understanding what we and our peer are writing about.  Then we gave advice to our peers to help 

them make their ideas clear as they did the same.  This was another workshop day to help us 

improve in our final draft for the essay.  I find that these multiple workshop plays a big role in 

the grade that I receive on my essays. 
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Week 13: April 09 

 Today was a hybrid day.  The class had to work on our cover letters for our portfolio.  

We had to work on the introduction and the collaboration and then blog about the collaboration.  

I am glad that this semester, the instructor takes everything step by step instead of telling use to 

have everything completed on the due date.  If I had questions, the instructor was available 

through phone or skype, but because the instructions were clear, I was able to complete the work 

without asking for help.  I replied to avalero05, Lindsay Thompson, and rojobrenda in the 

blogging.  It was good to share the difficulties that I had with my peers in the blogging section.  

Interesting how we all share almost the same feeling about collaboration.   

Week 13: April 11 

 Today, my group and I led the GLD.  This was my last GLD of the semester.  I believe 

that if we work in groups, the assignment is much more entertaining and through these GLDs, I 

was able to see my peers and me having fun.  After GLD, the class worked on our revising our 

introduction.  We marked the parts in our peers’ paper where we liked and was good.  Then we 

went over the prompt for the fourth essay.  We discussed the options we had and what we may 

want to write about.  Prior to the class the third essay was due today.  I uploaded my final draft 

onto the craft section and my rough drafts onto the process section. 

Week 14: April 16 

 Today was Hybrid day and the class has to work on their cover letters for their process, 

rhetoric, and ethics sections.  I spent a good thirty minute quality time on all of my cover letters.  

After I have completed all three cover letters, I blogged about my process cover letters in the 

blogging area of my class section.  I replied to avalero05, samgranados, and mariaarreola in the 
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Process Blogging page.  This process made it easier to complete my portfolio instead of waiting 

for the last minute.  Taking baby steps helps so that we don’t have to rush at it in the end.  This 

was different from what I experienced last semester, but I highly prefer it this way.  This helps 

me from waiting until the last minute and keeps myself at ease. 

Week 14: April 18 

 In class today, the class worked on our portfolio for the first half of class.  The class then 

transition into writing our cover letter for the craft section for about thirty minutes.  I find this 

helpful that we are working on our cover letters in class.  This helps ease the weight that is on 

our back and we don’t have to wait until a later time to complete it.  Then the class worked on 

our class journals/reflections for about 30 minutes.  The syllabus and class-reference was well 

organized that it made it easier to write the class reflections.  The last few minutes before class 

ended, the class went over what they wrote on their fourth essay.  Everyone shared their ideas as 

the instructor offered input to help those who don’t know what to write about.  These group 

discussions help create new ideas. 

Week 15: April 23 

 I was not able to attend class today, but outside of class I worked on my fourth essay and 

revision.  I was able to find a friend of mine to review my paper and look for the sentences that 

were unclear.  I worked on revising the sentences in my thesis and topic sentences and also made 

changes to my essay.  Although I wasn’t able to attend class and sign up for the consultations, I 

was able to contact my professor and set up a date to call her.  I also worked on revising my 

cover letters.  I know that missing class is missing information that I may not be able to get later, 

but being able to contact the professor helps me catch up with the class. 


