
Thao 1 
 

Mai Y. Thao 

Anne F. Walker 

WRI 10-16 

2 May 2012 

Reading Journals/Reflections 

In Cold Blood (I) 

 The first section was interesting.  It has been awhile since I read a good and mysterious 

novel, but unlike the other novels I've read, Truman Capote's In Cold Blood is a non-fictional-

crime-investigation novel.  The book began with characters introduction, where the audience is 

introduce to the Clutter's Family, Perry Smith, and Dick Hickock.  The most confusing part 

about his novel are the shifts.  Capote tends to shift scenes abruptly that I found it hard to follow 

up.  Although the Clutter's family has been murdered, the shifts made it impossible to concluded 

that Perry and Dick committed the crime since they seem to not even know what they are doing.  

The GLD for this section was by Sam, Kerri, and Dalila. 

In Cold Blood (II) 

 I enjoyed the second section more than the first.  We are now introduce to Perry's 

character and his childhood.  I cannot help but feel pity for the guy.  His abusive and miserable 

childhood only made him worse.  Unlike the other characters, Perry seems to be the only one 

with background in depth.  I can sense that Capote was attracted to him through the way he 

informs the audience of Perry's life.  Alvin Dewey is a new character and is in charge of the case.  

Somehow I feel, Capote made his presences through Dewey because Dewey was so involved just 
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as how Capote was to this case.  I really like how the story is progressing and where this is 

heading.  I hope Capote can reveal some acts about Dick so the audience can at least feel some 

sympathy towards him.  The GLD for this section was led by Rocio, Grace, and Adrian. 

In Cold Blood (III) 

 This third section has clearly made me confirm that Truman Capote is seen through Alvin 

Dewey.  The way he presents himself and the way he presents his work was probably exactly 

what Capote did during that time of the crime as well.  The nightmare Dewey had can be 

interpreted as the desire that Capote had while tracing out this crime.  It amazes me that Capote 

was such a dedicated man towards his work.  He made it possible for this non-fictional novel to 

sound just like the real murder.  In this section, the criminals were arrested and had confessed to 

the murder of the Clutters.  Somehow I find it hard to believe they did it.  I still want to believe 

that Perry did not committed those crimes.  GLD was lead by Maria, Jocelyn, and DeAngela. 

In Cold Blood (IV) 

 Lao Yang and I had the GLD for this fourth section. 

Breakfast at Tiffany's 

 This was a short novel also written by Truman Capote.  Unlike In Cold Blood, I did not 

enjoy Breakfast at Tiffany's.  Holly Golightly, the protagonist, was outgoing, pretty wild, and 

extremely annoying as a character.  Although I disliked her character, the novella was pretty 

enjoyable.  Other than Holly, I enjoyed Fred.  He seems to be a much better character than Holly, 

although they both aren't much different from one another.  From the books and stories I've read 
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this semester in WRI 10, this has to be one of my least favorites.  The GLD was led by Isabelle 

and Lindsey who did an excellent job and had me think of this novel in a different way. 

Revolt of the Cockroach People (I) 

 The first section of this novel did not really catch my attention, but Oscar Zeta Acosta did 

an awesome job at taking life events and putting them into words.  Although the story itself did 

not catch my attention, but I like the inspiration behind it.  I know how it feels to be inferior to 

another group of people.  I and my families have lived through events similar like theses.  Just 

because one is inferior to another does not give the other person control over them.  Other than 

the storyline, the section was very inspiring and had me thinking about my people who are 

hardly known to the world.  The GLD was by Antonio, Jena, and Joel. 

Revolt of the Cockroach People (II) 

 The second half of the novel is more interesting.  I am able to feel the pain and suffering 

the Chicanos felt.  The Hmong in similar has been through the same situation, if so, even worse.  

The Hmong had fought through a war that wasn't even know the world until the late, late 1970s.  

The Chicanos felt they were like the cockroach that people marched one and squashes, similar to 

how the Hmong felt.  This book got me thinking about my people and the misery they had to 

escape.  Many lives were lost before I was even born, and many lives are still threatened to this 

very day.  The Chicanos was able to put forth their people even though they were known to be 

cockroaches, and I hope soon that the Hmong can do it as well.  The GLD was led by Rubin, 

Lindsey, and Luis. 
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Chicano Poetics 

 I really enjoyed reading these poems because they all seem to tell a story and a secret.  In 

poems, I believe there are hidden stories and meanings that everyone takes and translate 

differently.  It is amazing out words can be so powerful, yet so painful at the same time.  An 

English teacher once mentioned to me that, "poems can hold the deepest darkest secrets."  If you 

put your mind to something, you can be able to reveal your secrets in a creative way.  It is just 

amazing how literature plays a big part of our culture and life.  If we didn't know how to 

understand and value the meaning of creativity in writing, then the world would be a dull place 

to live in.  The GLD was led by Isabelle, Antonio, Jena, and Joel. 

The Wizard of Oz (I) 

 This first section of the L. Frank Baum's The Wonderful Wizard of Oz was truly amazing.  

I've seen the film multiple times already, yet I have never laid enough time to pick up the book 

and read it.  This semester I was able to pick up the book and finally read it.  Unlike the film, the 

book seems much darker and more towards the teenage kids than a child.  I never really 

understand why the Emerald City was green, other than resembling the stone, but reading this 

book for the first time helped clarify some of my questions about the film.  I enjoyed reading the 

characters and being able to compare them to the movie.  The GLD was led by Luis and Brenda. 

The Wizard of Oz (II) 

 I was disappointed after reading the witch part.  The Wicked Witch of the West did not 

even play a major role in the book like she did in the film.  She was suppose to be the most 

Wicked in the land, yet she appears for only a second then dies.  It would have been more 

interesting if the Witch was given some depth to her character.  Baum kept me wondering why 
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he had to kill off the with so fast.  Other than my disappointment, I found that this novel was 

darker than the film adaption.  The film had some violence, but not as violently as described in 

the book.  Although I was disappointed, but this was still a great book.  The GLD was lead by 

Lao and Maria. 

Wicked (I) 

 The first section of Wicked was tragic.  Elphaba, soon to be Wicked, had such a 

miserable life.  Her mother was had multiple affairs, her father was always perching, and no one 

ever really gave her any of their attention.  Other than the fact that her parents named her after 

the Saint of Waterfalls, Elphaba isn't a normal kid.  Her green skin color was hated by many and 

even her parents.  She endured such a tragic childhood.  This may be what will lead her to 

became the witch of the west.  Gregory Maguire did and incredible job with this adaption, and I 

love his twist on Wicked's character.  The GLD was led by Sam, Jocelyn, and Brenda. 

Wicked (II) 

 Maguire continues to amaze me as this story progresses.  The irony and obvious clues to 

Elphaba and her doom was well crafted.  He filled in the spaces that were empty in Baum's 

original version.  I am amazed at how he presents the other characters into the story and how 

each and every one of them is still important and has equal roles.  In this section we are able to 

see Glinda's character and how she will develop.  Elphaba is now heading outside to the real 

world where reality will hit her.  I like how Maguire give each character a bit of light and 

darkness.  It is good to see both side of a character to know who or what they really are.  The 

GLD was by Rocio, Grace, and Adrian. 
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Wicked (III) 

 Ruben, DeAngela, and I had the GLD for this third section. 

Wicked (IV) 

 Now that I have finished Maguire's adaption and can understand Wicked's character 

more, I feel pity for her.  The audience may hate her for what she has done to others, but Wicked, 

as Wicked can be, is a character in pain.  She doesn't know what is happiness and she doesn't 

understand happiness.  Psychologically, she was not nurtured the right way and nature was 

against her.  I felt her death was too simple and how such and evil character die to easily.  Then 

again, because she wasn't supposed to be as evil as her name, her death was made simple.  This 

is one of the books I'll re-read again someday and one of my favorites this semester.  The GLD 

was led by Kerri. 


