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The Battle between Good and Evil 

 In fairytales, Prince Charming and his Princess will live happily ever after, but what 

happens to the villains?  The villains will eventually perish one way or another, but why is it that 

the happy story is only told?  What about the villain's side of the story?  In the battle between 

good and evil, a Witch among others unfolds her deepest darkest secrets.  Good and evil are the 

Yin and Yang that keeps the universe balanced.  As far as ancient times, where ever good 

existed, evil will rise.  Wicked, the Wicked Witch of the West, was a woman who symbolizes 

both good and evil.  Wicked was first introduced in L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of 

Oz and later developed in Gregory Maguire’s Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of 

the West.  Baum introduces Wicked in a small portion of his novel, while Maguire dedicated his 

whole novel into the development of Wicked’s character.  Wicked is seen as the deadliest witch 

in Land of Oz by Baum, but she’s a helpless being sucked into between the thin line of good and 

evil in Maguire’s adaptation.  In the battle between good and evil, the good will prevail at all 

cost.  Where there is good, there will be evil to balance out both sides of a story.  Although 

Wicked is seen as nefarious, she holds both the good and the evil that balances and keeps the 

Land of Oz in place. 

 The Wicked in L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz appears only in a small 

portion of the novel and melts away as Dorothy Gale, the protagonist, tossed a bucket of water at 

her.  Wicked, known as Elphaba, was the antagonist/protagonist of Gregory Maguire’s adaption 
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of the novel.  Unlike Baum’s Wicked, Maguire’s Wicked had more depth and character.  Baum 

introduces Wicked’s character in his novel and then kills off her character shortly afterwards 

without an in dept character background on her.  Wicked first appearance was when Dorothy and 

her friends left the Emerald City to kill the witch of the west.  They came upon her castle and 

were taken as prisoners.  Wicked wants nothing more from Dorothy than the sliver shoes that 

she was wearing, which belongs to the witch of the east.  Afterwards, Wicked and Dorothy got 

into an argument.  Dorothy then tosses a bucket of water at Wicked and she melts away.  

Maguire twists Wicked’s story and gave reasons to how she became who she is.  Wicked or 

Elphaba, was born "green and had sharp razor teeth" (Maguire).  Her mother Melena and father 

Frex believed she was cursed from their doings.  Elphaba was neglected, teased, and had hardly 

any support.  She lived a tragic and abuse childhood that had an effect on her future.  Maguire 

analysis Elphaba's character and gave her dept.  As good and evil falls together on a thin line, 

Wicked may be a character who posses both qualities. 

The witch is a character who is stuck between the good and the evil world.  A character 

may represent evil, but deep inside, him or her intentions may be good.  The story of the Land of 

Oz gets its spin when the antagonist and protagonist switch roles.  Similar to the cliché "don't 

judge a book by its cover", Wicked is a person that has more to her than meets the eyes.  The 

Wizard mentions the Witch of the West as the most dangerous and deadliest person in Oz, but 

her past was never explained.  Maguire's adaption then changes the characters around.  Elphaba 

is now the witch who is fighting between good and evil, while the Wizard is the monster who 

mistreats animals.  The witch is seen as nefarious, but there is a good side to her.  In Maguire’s 

adaption, Elphaba tries to kill the wizard in order to help the animals and free herself from the 

insecurity, but the Wizard who holds no power outwits her by sending Dorothy.  Wicked the 
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antagonist is apparently the protagonist in Maguire’s version.  Wicked's role switching displays 

her difficulties in choosing to be good or evil.  She fought between herself as she juggles 

between what is right and what is wrong, yet happily ever after are only for those who are good. 

The good will prevail in the end.  As mentioned and overly repeated in fairytales, happily 

ever after does exist, but not for witches.  Wicked was neither loved nor cherished.  She was the 

handkerchief that was used once and tossed away.  She was not good or was never good enough.  

She believed she was loved by Fiyero, but the relationship they had was unfaithful.  She was 

mistreated, misplaced, and misunderstood.  Her happily ever after ended, but the chapters of her 

life continued on.  Wicked, as wicked can be, became the villain of Oz.  She was evil, heartless, 

and insane, yet pained and abandoned.  She was the evil and the good will takes over her as she 

dissolves into a puddle of water.  Wicked’s finally received her happily ever after when she was 

set free of her misery.  With her the world was in balance. 

Good and evil balances one another similar to the Yin and Yang, even if the good ends up 

winning in the end.  Wicked may have been evil, but with her character, she was able to keep the 

Land of Oz in place.  The battles she fought with the Wizard balances the land and ensured that 

evil can be good and in vice verse.  Wicked is Yin, the shadowy side with a little light, whereas 

the Wizard is Yang, the sunny side with a little darkness.  This symbolizes that even the good has 

a spot of evil and evil has a spot for good.  Despite the truth that the good will outbreak the evil, 

the world would be neutral if one exists without the other half.  To keep the world balanced, 

where there is evil, good will rise and where there is good, evil will come into play.  These 

actions makes the world goes around. 
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Wicked, the Wicked Witch of the West, is the most nefarious person in the Land of Oz, 

but because of her, the Land of Oz is balanced out between good and evil.  Baum gave her a 

small wicked role in his novel, but her character was more developed in Maguire’s adaption.  If 

good exists, evil must rise in order to place the world in balance like the Yin and Yang.  

Sometimes maybe the good is the evil and the evil is the good in vice versa, but no matter which 

way it turns the good will prevail.  Wicked represents darkness, but she resembles both the good 

and the evil that sets the novels in its place. 


