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The Battle between Good and Evil 

 Good and evil are the Yin and Yang that keeps the universe balanced.  As far as ancient 

times, where ever good existed, evil will rise.  Wicked, the Wicked Witch of the West, was a 

woman who symbolizes both good and evil.  Wicked was first introduced in L. Frank Baum’s 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and later developed in  Gregory Maguire’s Wicked: The Life and 

Times of the Wicked Witch of the West.  Baum introduces Wicked in a small portion of his novel, 

while Maguire dedicated his whole novel into the development of Wicked’s character.  Wicked 

is seen as the deadliest witch in Land of Oz by Baum, but she’s a helpless being sucked into 

between the thin line of good and evil in Maguire’s adaptation.  In the battle between good and 

evil, the good prevail at all cost.  Where there is good, there will be evil to balance out both sides 

of a story similar to how Wicked keeps the Land of Oz in place in the battle between her and the 

Wizard.  Although Wicked is seen as nefarious, she holds both the good and the evil that 

balances and keeps the Land of Oz in place. 

 The Wicked in L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz appears only in a small 

portion of the novel and melts away as Dorothy Gale, the protagonist, tossed a bucket of water at 

her.  Wicked, known as Elphaba, was the antagonist/protagonist of Gregory Maguire’s adaption 

of the novel.  Unlike Baum’s Wicked, Maguire’s Wicked had more depth and character.  Baum 

introduces Wicked’s character in his novel when Dorothy left to find her and soon afterwards she 

is melted away by the bucket of water.  Maguire twists Wicked’s story and gave reasons to how 
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she became who she is.  Good and evil falls together on a thin line.  One is neither born good nor 

evil. 

A character may be seen as evil on the outside, but maybe what lies inside them is a 

terrified untold past. 

The good will prevail in the end. 

Good and evil balances one another, even if the good will end up winning in the end. 

Wicked, the Wicked Witch of the West, is the most nefarious person in the Land of Oz, 

but because of her, the Land of Oz is balanced out between good and evil.  Baum gave her a 

small wicked role in his novel, but her character was more developed in Maguire’s adaption.  If 

good exists, evil must rise in order to place the world in balance like the Yin and Yang.  

Sometimes maybe the good is the evil and the evil is the good in vice versa, but no matter which 

way it turns the good will prevail.  Wicked represents darkness, but she resembles both the good 

and the evil that sets the novels in its place. 


